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Mr. President of the Conference and all those present

At the outset, | would like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak .

We followed with interest the discussions in the first session, as well as what was put forward
by the governmental representatives and stakeholders in this session, and we agree with
everyone about the importance of issuing a comprehensive international instrument on
plastic pollution and marine plastic pollution, the proposed objectives of this instrument, and
what are the basic obligations, control measures and voluntary approaches to it.

Our NGO specializes in transparency, anti-corruption and transnational organized
corruption crimes, including environmental and climate-related corruption crimes .

Therefore, our participation focuses on this area specifically, and we try to contribute to our
proposals and interventions to make this new international instrument more effective in
reducing the spread of corruption associated with combating plastic pollution, and to be a
turning point to enhance transparency in national legislation and regional agreements
related to preserving the environment and climate.

Whenever a new international convention or even national laws are issued to protect the
environment and climate, we create new opportunities for corruption and organized crime,
and create more corrupt people in our societies and planet, due to the new restrictions
imposed by these conventions and the consequent attempts to circumvent those restrictions
by resorting to corrupt practices or establishing transnational criminal networks that
practice illegally those activities prohibited by international conventions .

Many reports, studies and conferences have revealed a sharp rise in the incidents of
corruption and crimes related to plastic waste and its illegal trade, and it is certain that the
issuance of a new legally binding international instrument on plastic pollution will lead to an
increase in the prevalence of corruption and crimes in this area.

Does this mean that we should stop issuing any new international instruments related to
environmental conservation and climate saving¢

No, we still desperately need to release more, but we must take this issue into account.

One of the main objectives of this new international instrument should be not to leave room
for the spread of corruption and transnational organized crime that may spread as a result
of the application of this Convention, while developing effective executive and supervisory
measures and means to achieve this goal, and the need to take into account the development
of appropriate solutions to address the damage to which the groups whose legitimate
interests will be affected by this Convention will be exposed.

Thanks to everyone for listening, my sincere greetings
Dr. Mrs. Raeda Abdullah
AWTAD Anti-Corruption Organization
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